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ABSTRACT

For the last few decades, Hong Kong column writing has been one of the
kind in literary category that has numerous writers, abundant works, huge
readers, and a enormous influence. According to the usual point of view, Hong
Kong column writing is a kind of hybrid between short commentary upon
current events and essay with literariness. On the average, it seems that it
doesn't have strong literariness. However there are many good pieces and
remarkable works, it has always closed adhesion to real life, and it has also
influenced the whole of Hong Kong Literature in the end.

The number of letters in column writing consisted of about 1,000 letters in

the early times, 500 to 800 letters or 200 letters in shortest since the 1980s.
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If we look into the stories and subjects published in literary supplement (BIF)
of newspapers, we can figure out that almost every issues in everyday life are
in there these days. When it comes to mention the languages, generally it uses
Mandarin and sometimes includes Cantonese and English words and phrases.
What is more, it uses Sanjidi (=%%) which is composed of Mandarin,
Cantonese and classical Chinese(3(&).

From the 1980s to 1997, the return of Hong Kong to Peoples Republic of
China, in the quality and quantity, Hong Kong column writing had been leading
Hong Kong literary essay or Hong Kong literature itself. But now it seems that
the situation has changed a lot from that time. Not only the very number of
column writing has relatively been reduced but also the literariness of the
column writing has significantly been diminished. Based on my own
investigation, now the amount of column writing decreases more than one and
a forth compared to the time, in 1997. Especially, among them, there are few,
just about 20% that proved to have literariness. In short, there is a downward
tendency in column writing.

It seems still too early to diagnose that Hong Kong column writing will be
curtailed soon. However, I can not find a sign that could resuscitate column
writing. On the contrary, there are more and more unfavorable factors for Hong
Kong column writing : the development of internet and media culture will have
a increasingly important influence as time goes on ; people in Hong Kong is
much more interested in economic trends than the political movements : people
no more receive the bless of composure and enjoy their lives according to
competitive but stabilized society at the same time : What is called prosumer
will be spread because the number of educated people increased a lot and it is
very easy to get information, and so on.

Likewise, the changes to be seen from column writing will probably have a
certain amount of influence in Hong Kong literature and its status in Chinese
literature. That is, the downward tendency of Hong Kong column writing, which

is a way of the connection between serious and popular literature, may have a
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bad influence on the uniqueness of Hong Kong literature in Chinese literature.

Key Words : column writing, literary supplement(&ITl), Hong Kong literature,

Chinese literature



